
ment daily, but afterwards less often. Patients could
also be instructed to practice the dilatation themselves
in any case where this was desirable. In addition it
was often advisable to make the following application
to the mucous membrane : —

R7 Iodinii. ¡rr. ij.
Potass, iodidi. gr. iv.
Zinci iodidi. gr. x.

Aquce. fl. § i.
In the above formula the chloride of zinc (five grains

to the ounce) could sometimes be substituted with ad-
vantage for the iodide. Where the tissue was excess-

ively hypertrophied the galvauo-cautery was recom-
mended.

If the mouth-breathing was due to enlarged tonsils, ex-
cision was to be regarded as the only satisfactory rem-

edy, and Dr. Wagner stated that he never made topical
applications in such cases except under protest, when
urgent objection was made to the use of the knife.
The operation, if performed with the guillotine, was

very simple, and, in his opinion, wholly devoid of dan-
ger. When infants and very young children breathed
through the mouth instead of the nose, an examination
should be made to find out what the difficulty was.
Mothers and nurses, the most careful to keep every
other part of the child scrupulously clean, almost univer-
sally neglected the nose ; and it was recommended that
the noses of infants should be cleansed by means of a
small syringe and warm water, or a small camel's hair
brush. A little vaseline applied at night would pre-
vent hardening of the nasal secretions until the child
was old enough to learn to snuff up water with the
nostrils from the hand. If the mouth was found open
during sleep the lips should be gently pressed together,
and all children at an early age should be taught the
vital importance of always breathing through the nose
instead of the mouth.

Dr. Wagner's paper was discussed by Dr. Andrew
H. Smith and others, after which Dr. A. D. Rockwell
read a paper entitled Progressive Locomotor Ataxia
Differentiated from Functional Conditions which sim-
ulate it.

Recent Literature.
Students' Aid Series. Aids to Diagnosis. Part I.

Semeiology. By J. Milner Fothergill, M. R.
C. P. London. 1881. Part II. Physical. By
J. C. Thorowgood, M. D., M. R. C. P. New
York: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 1881.
These are two very neat little primers of unusually

attractive external appearance. They are primers in-
tended for the medical student, not for the public. In
Part I., or Semeiology, Dr. Fothergill has essayed to
put in a compact form the signs or symptoms which
are noted by the eye before a physical examination
of the patient is made, and under the same heading
are discussed the pulse, the temperature, and the exam-
ination of the urine. The author has succeeded in do-
ing this cleverly and entertainingly, and on the whole
very successfully.There can be but one opinion of the importance of
this part of medical educatiou, and of the value to the
practitioner of the acquisition of an opticus erudilus.
No one becomes more entirely conscious of this than
the physician to out-patients of a hospital in a large
city. Though the importance of semeiology is still

recognized in the abstract, it is practically less and less
cultivated since the introduction of so many new in-
struments of precision.

The old-fashioned physician and the country physi-
cian of to-day even, with their five senses educated to
the highest point and well alive, will often reach con-
clusions in regard to a given patient which the ophthal-
moscope, the sphygmograph, etc., will arrive at with
scarcely greater accuracy and with much expenditure
of labor and time. The danger, of course, lies in the
temptation to " snap " diagnoses and to the exaggera-tion of certain signs, of which Dr. Fothergill's little
compendium affords apt illustrations. Thus the student
must be on his guard not to take him too seriously when
he reads, under the title Forehead : " In some cases
the forehead carries with it a moral significance. There
is the broad, eburnated forehead, the forehead Jere-
miah recognized when he said, ' Thou hast a whore's
forehead, thou refusedst to be ashamed.' The woman
with this forehead will deny pregnaucy with the most
unblushing effrontery, and is utterly untruthful when
anything connected with morals is involved." And
again, under the title Chin : " A prominent chin goeswith the full underlip and the light morals." Agaiu,under the title The Ears : " A wrinkled ear lobe, with
a face seamed with wrinkles, usually goes with exten-
sive but very chronic visceral cirrhosis." Under the
title Hands we find : " Where there are black, sodden
'hang-nails' on the fingers of girls they tell of illicit
practices, and so are very instructive. Especially is
this the case where there is a cold, wet palm," etc., etc.
A too literal interpretation of such passages would, of
course, quickly get the student or the young physicianinto considerable trouble. The little book, as a whole,if followed prudently, contains many serviceable bints,
and it is a good attempt to do what in future may be
still better done.

The companion primer, on the principles of phys-ical diagnosis, explains in sixty 16mo pages the usual
methods practiced for the investigation and diagnosisof diseased states of organs.

Photographic Illustrations of Cutaneous Syphilis. ByGeorge Henry Fox, A. M., M. D. Forty-eightplates from life. Colored by hand. New York: E.
B. Treat, No. 757 Broadway.
The seventh, eighth, and ninth fasciculi of Dr. Fox's

atlas are received. We appreciate the author's energy,
we wish him well personally, we emphasize the neces-
sity of such works, and we regret the slight measure
of success attending the present one. The three partsjust issued are inferior to their predecessors in the
character of the negatives, aud suggest that the stock
is running low. The experience gained by the author
in the publication of colored artotypes should forbid
also the issuing of such half-finished work as this in
question. There has been too much good chrorno-
lithographing done in this line to allow of contentment
with vague and blurred pictures from any source. No.
7 represents tubercular syphiloderma under its simple,ulcerative, squamous, and crustaceous forms. The first
is passable, but uncolored, the second is vague as the
shades of Ossian's heroes, while its companion pieceresembles a circuíate erythema as much as it does a
syphiloderm ; the following plate is good, characteristic,
and unmistakable ; the concluding one represents the
individual lesion well, but everywhere subject aud
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